any yiva: peopks In the Basterns

Cape whe tried to register o

vote Jast weekend had ta be turned

away because they did nof have

barvcoded 1D bodks. This was ancther

- setback for the Eastern Cape regls-
-tfation prooess,

The low registration of voters in
the Eastern Cape in Dgcember
(ahout 1.7 milbon-of the 2.8 million
eligibie voters) arose from various
factors,

The most signticant reason was
that many poiential voters had left
theif 1) books in the hands of
monevienders, to 'whom theyv had
aphlisgd for loans to tide them over
the festive season,

. <Monevlenders, unlike micro-
frdneing institutions, are potorious
“Hopretdining Berrowers' 1D books or
%wﬁ rmw% % gecurity until thelr

w%w mm% office based I the
...m%..mﬁ,:. Cape says there are about
B 000 moneylenders in the provines,
_-Bachimakes pngverage of 300 loansa
Fonth to low-income borrowers, and

nieh wore than this during Deceny
bar

1t can reasonably be assumed thai
many debts lpeurred over the
Christmas period are still belng paid
off, and that many D books are still
in the hands of monevlenders,

IDs, even baycoded ones, that are
not in the hands of thelr owners

must surely have played a role, along
with many otlrer-factors, in last:

weekend's poor reglstration furnout.

That is why as many have
pointed out, the %Ewy of electoral
registration dates s an important
element in voler furnout.

Another interesting factor {n the
voter registration process is the
proportion of women to men,

Election analysts have been
puzzled to find that relatively morve
women than men have tarned oul to
register so fan
- “Hlection Update 987 says this
miust be the vesult of the hard work to
mobilise women voters undertaken
by non-govermment organisations
(NGOs) Hke the Women's Founda-

tlon and the Gesder
cacy Progranung,

Of the 5401 387 women
who H,amwﬁmwﬁw nattonally
i Decembear #3185 857 were
from ;wéwm_ areas nl i
2161 310 from rural areas

Of the 4 178 81% men who

nwain authoritative souzce.
This finding s relevant
0 the government’s goal of
identifying sustainable
wavs for disadvantaged
communities, mwwmﬁmmw ir
rural areas, to access the
information they 3%& for

;Y‘

Emﬁ.m:ﬁcm. 2RI 851 were their own development,

urban and @ 884 288 waere T s, Asked how much atien-

rural, tion they patd o radio
gander gaps are Manaras programmes about the

preportonally mueh larger

than the urban sad rural gender
gaps in Sputh Alvicg's eligible voter
population as a whole,

Markingg's “Opinlon 837 survey
found thai aver §7 vergent of iis
rural respandents had obtained thelr
politien information ow radic and
46,8 percent from talavision.

Asked whish soures they consid-
ared to be the most E@E, tant for
political knowledge, 85
rural respondenis EEM wdio as the
most  signifigant. 20 percent
mentioned felevision, and only 2 per-
gent ok fraditional eaders ag thelr

Sy

wrcent of

government, public affairs

and politics, 65 percent of the rural
vespondents indicated “a greatf deal”
andd another 16 percent “some”.
This
ment's goal of making information
universally E;.mﬁizm would be
advancad by aystems that combine
cheap media tike radic with tele

communications.

The pilot telecentres being set up,
across the couniry under the
govermment-created  Universal

mn?.%q Agency would benefit from
such combined systems,
The Universal Service Agency is

suggesis that fhe govern- -

supported by local and international
governments, donorg and NGOs
such as South Africa’s National
Information Technotogy Forum, the
Development Bank of Southern
Africa and the South African
Telecommunications Regulatory
Authority .

It inporporates telecommun-
ications facilities like telephone, fax
and e-mail.

Panos, an international NGO, has
successfully used radio stations in
other parts of Africa to relay
computer-based information such as
current prices of agricultural
produce to rural communities.

Some stations announce this type
of up-to-the minute informationon a
regular siot. Others provide listeners
with a phone-in line, somewhat like
Telkom's up-to-date weather reports
or time numbers,

This approach spesds up
development as well as democracy,
by providing even illiferaie people
with up-to-the-minute information.
ft must be emudated in South Africa.




