nime important measuring
sticks have bsen-developed in
recent years to assess how far a
nmmzwi Hag progragsed in devalbp-
ingthe potential of its human
rekources. As-such, they can be
mnm Mo ms:mm uorn ; EQ.&@&W@E&

ﬁ% gam: di Qmﬁ%ﬁ index

Q.:u@_ mmmmwm% i by the United
Nationy, is ohgu thisa,

It allows covntries to be Szw%
E.o&mﬂ of their level of Human
developivient. In selocting the indi-

-cators neaded to-caleulate the HDI
of a couniry-the UN asked: what
are the ..w.mmﬁ gapabilities that peo-
ple fivkt have to Darticipate in and
chntriute to.the development of
‘their wmﬂﬁwﬁ

Their angwer was: an-ability to
1ead & long and healthy life, to be

3 oem@ r adult literacy wi

knowledgeable and to have access
to the rescurces needed for a
decent standard of living.

These factors tranglate into a
societw’s Hfe expectancy at birth;
its level of educational attainment,
measured hoth in terms of its adult
literacy rate and the combined
envolment at primary, secendary
and tertiary institutes of educa-
tion; and the income vegarded as
adequate for a reasonable standard
of living.

The adult lteracy rate of a na-
tion is viewed as extremely signift-
cant to s human development.
The HDI reflects this in the weight-
ing it gives to adull Hieracy

i we are concerned about
our position on the world-scale rat-
ings of human development, wa
can reloice at 1ast week's decision
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of the depart
ment of educa-
tion to add ‘an
sxira B4 billioh
over the next
few years io
the paltry
Rt4s miliion
(under 1 per-
cent of the
total education
budgel) cur
vently aflocated
{0 its adult basic education and
training programme {Abet).

A conservative sstimate of
25 percent of our population, or
4.5 million of our black people. the
majority of them women, are i
ferate. They are ncluded among
the vast munber of mainly hiscks
who suffer extreme poverty and

ZARINA
MaHara
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sadimt au

wmmqmﬁmg we iﬁﬁ@

ﬁm?ﬁ LA UMLON U]
TR T

feed into country

syrarfi

inaccessibility o a healthy life.

It is small wonder that on the
scale of human development,
while South Africa as a whole
ranks 95th out of 174 eountries
whife South Africa ranks 24th and
black Souih Africa 128th,

The top four couniries in the
HDI rankings are Canada, the US
Japan and the Netherlands, in that
order,

T wus. Hong Kong, Barbados

s at 9 :& izw 55 and

The lowe it woi,? of human
develo E%

£ exist in Ethiopia, 50
Leong and Niger
mmmm.@ A.mﬁ...mgx.zﬁx

m j.%%..%_,”ﬁ cm :&z;z poten:
Woa country’s 101 out calew

1ated for its female population onky

In every one of the countries for
which the GDI can be calculated
from available statistics based on
gendar differences, the GDI is
lowsr than the HDIL

This means that so far no coun-
fry has been found where gender
ineguality in the education, health
and income required for economic
development and growth does not
exist. Of course, the degree of this
form of gender inequality vari
from country {o couniry

Hecause the official statistics
during apartheid were collected on
a racial basis and not also syste-
mati :wme_. broken down by gender,
there is pot yei the data for Sowth
Afriea’s GDI to be ealoulated. How-
ever, Central Statistical Service is
engaged in such gender-sensitive

human development rating

data collection, not just for calou
iating South Africa’s GDI, but als
for the purposes of related prg
jects, including the Women's Bud
get Initiative and the Common
wealth Gender and Macro-econg
mic Policy Initiative, currenit
unger way

The top four counfries in th
GO rankings ave Sweden, Finland
Norway and Deamark, in tha
oprder. The reason for this is tha
these countries have for man;
years deliberately pursued n prac
tice their national Ew:nm of we
men's empowerment and gende
aquality

Bearing in mind our ow
efforts in this direction, we keenl
await South Africa’s sanding o
this mternational scate of women'
Eﬁﬁaaﬂww,qﬂmﬂm.




