a.ﬂHmE aware of the fact that
some view (the concern for
human rights) as 4 laxury of the
rich countries for which Africa iy
notready,” Koft Annan, secre.
tary-general of the Unired
Natlons, said in Harure tast vear
in his address to the annuai
assembly of head
zovernment of the Organisation
of African Unity (OALDY
“I know that other(s) treat i
15 an miposition, i not a plot, by
he industrialised West. 1 fing
hése thouglits truly demeaning,
lemeaning of the vear ning for
wman dignity that resides in
wvery Afriean heart.
“... Do not African mothers
ep when thely sons or daugh-
ey are Killed or maimed by
gents of repressive rule? Are
ot African fathers saddened
hen their children are unjy ustly
sdled or tortured? Isnot Aflica as
whiole bmpoverished when sven
ne of its britliant voices
lenced?” he asked

of state of

In s address o the UN Cen- :
eral Assembly later on in the.

VR4 Annan was as passkomate iy

his view that viclence against

women has become “the mosé
pervasive human righis ..‘M:E‘
ton, vespecting 1o distinetion of
geography, culture or wealt w..
And so it is that the United
Nations Development Fund for
Vomen (Uniferm), in collabora
tion with other UN agencles - on
International Women's Dayv on
March 8 next vear — will host a
global video mcmm@%:% almed at
furthering the agenda of all those
those working to end gender.
based viclence sround the globe.

Such violence, whieh includes
female infanticide. sexual abuse,
female genital mutilation, sexial
_‘E,m.u_mmz@_.:.. forced prostitution,
dowry-related violence, domestic
violence, battering and marital
rape, (s recognised as a major ob-
stacle to the advancement of
wornen and 1o social and ecconom-
e development, and peace.
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Violence against women fights its w

pants in the
e will Em: mm

3 srnment ¢ Em m%mrﬁ :
ariismentirians,
M ermdes, media repre-
ﬁ.m;g § and others,
will meot U / feci-
kers vig
video womap a way for-
ward o eradicating vio-
lenee against women.
The way forward wil
take the form of a holis-
tie plan for action aimed at ad
dressing the unequal power rela-
tons between men and women
that underpin gender violencs as
well as the treatment and vehabil-
tation of the victims and perpe-
trators of such violence.
Addressing unequal power
velations means “_% essing the
inequality of S 10 800
TESOUrcHs, mﬁa&:m neoms,

e
cation. land, credit, healih facili-

ties, jubs and information.
The law is one arena where

LZarina help to er
Mararal ¢

the creation of condi
tions for equal access
can be facilitated.

An example is our
newly miroduced Main-
tenance RBill. forcing
errant fathers to take
financial responsibility
for thelr children.

Other elements that
sate equal ac-
nclude employers’

creches, flexitime and
paternity leave,

The protection, treatinent and
rehabilitation of victims of vie
lence requires trained, gender-
sensitive members of the crimi
nal justice systen. Such ¢ raining
began last week in South Africa,
in Hne with provisions of the
recert Domestic Violencs Bill

sheiters for abused women,
where they have access 1o skills
training and credit facilities, en-
able them to break their econony
ic dependence on abusive part-
ners or family members

Raiging the status and morale
of policemsdh handling gender-
based violenice, and ratsing the
priority of-this crime, would be
other steps. to eradicating such
violence,

Helping the perpetrators who
abuse women to look inte them-
selves and understand their prob-
lem is done in South Africs by
Asiganang Domestic Abuse Pre-
vention and Training (Adapt,
the non-governmental organisa-
tien based in Alexandra and run
by Matshilo Motsei, once an
abused woman herself,

Adapt has earned a grant
from Unifem's trust fund for a
campaign in high scheools educat-
ing students, teachers and par-
ents on the problems of violence
in dating and relationships.

The primary goal of Unifem's
fund is to identify ang support
the most innovative and effective
prejects across the world that
hold as their specific objéetive
the prevention and elimination of

violence against women.

Sixteen days of activisn
against gender-based viofenes
started in South Africa on the Day
of Ne Violence against Women
{November 25y and will end on
December 10, the 30th anniver-
sary of the Declaration of Human
Rights. The campaign is aimed at
rajsing awareness of the causes
and effects of gender violence, It
Is also & step towards setting the
agenda for the landmark video-
conference next March,

South Africa is not the o
country to observe these 16 da
of activism to prevent viclanpa
against women and work o
the conference agenda, TN #s
bers in Latin American
Caribbean. Asia, the Paci
ﬁznm are atso Sé?.a

and peace mﬁmma to gal
mé:ﬂ M:?m eveniful




